
  

 

BEDFORD 
PARK 

BULLETIN 
Summer 2022 

CALLING ALL  
GARDINERS! 

 

Our 2022 Bedford Park Garden  
Contest is now open and it’s not too 

late to enter—enrollment is open  
until June 30.  

 
In this edition’s lead story, find out 
how you can enroll AND—new this 
year—help us choose the winner! 

 
 

Turn to page 2 to read all the details. 
 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE 

 President’s Point of View and the 
Latest on Development Files 

 Speed Limit Reductions on  
Bedford Park Streets 

 Lawrence Subway Station Upgrades 

 Survey on Committee of Adjustment  

 UACA Hosts Farmer’s Market at Roe 
Avenue Bus Loop Site, Now Desig-
nated as a Park 

 New Feature: Meet our Board 

 MPP Robin Martin Wins Second 
Term 

Photo by Rodion Kutsaev on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@frostroomhead?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/collections/37288323/springtime?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


2 

2022 BEDFORD PARK GARDEN CONTEST NOW OPEN 

Once again, we are proud to celebrate the 
beauty of Bedford Park’s gardens with our 
2022 Annual Garden Contest! 

Are you an avid gardener? Know a neighbour 
who is? We want to celebrate your hard 
work! For all the details on how to enroll, 
please visit our website HERE.  

NEW THIS YEAR 

From early-blooming plants to late-summer 
favourites, we want to see and share how 
your garden grows. Since gardens can 
change dramatically through the summer, 
we’re inviting participants to submit photos 
to the Garden Contest page on our website 
as their gardens evolve through the season. 
Now participants can capture the changing 
beauty of their garden and share it with 
BPRO neighbours all summer.  

In-Person Garden Tour for Participants! 

Everyone who enters their garden in this 
year’s contest (as well as participants from 
previous years) will be welcome to join a  
private, in-person Garden Tour of fellow par-
ticipants. This tour will be scheduled at the 
end of the summer, once we’ve had a chance 
to assess interest and availability. 

Prizes for Our Top Winners! 

As always, our winners will be celebrated on 
our website and in our newsletter, and win-
ners will receive gift cards that they can use 
to support local Bedford Park businesses. 

Help Us Decide the Winner: Introducing 
Online Community Voting! 

Our new web-based format allows us to  
introduce another exciting change—for the 
first time, residents of BPRO’s catchment  
area are invited to visit the Garden Contest 
page on our website and participate in the 

voting by picking their favourites and assign-
ing scores. 

Anyone who participates in online voting will 
be entered to win a random draw for a one-
year paid membership to BPRO. If the winner 
selected is already a paid member, we’ll give 
you a free year AND the gift of membership 
for you to share with a neighbour in BPRO’s 
area. 

Voting will be open until August 21. We in-
vite all residents, regardless of BPRO mem-
bership status, to check back regularly to see 
how the gardens grow, and provide continual 
feedback through our online voting option. 

Once the online voting results have been tab-
ulated, our judges will incorporate online  
voting into their final choices.  

If you were a member of BPRO last year 
and haven’t yet renewed, we invite you to 
take this opportunity to update your 
membership. It only takes a minute, and 
your membership support will help sus-
tain our activities, especially in such a 
busy year.   

Our low annual fees are calculated per 
household—$40 a year for adults and $20 
a year for seniors.  

To renew, simply click HERE to visit our 
secure online payment portal.  

If you’ve been subscribing to our newslet-
ter but have not yet become a paid mem-
ber, we encourage you to do so today, and 
to share information about BPRO with 
your neighbours. 

HAVE YOU RENEWED 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP?? 

https://www.bprotoronto.ca/2022-garden-contest/
https://bpro-100173.square.site/
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Development files continue to be top-of-
mind, dominating much of BPRO’s activity 
this spring. I’d like to take this brief moment 
of quiet after a busy season of advocacy to re-
cap what has been a busy few months.  

3180 Yonge Street 

As we mentioned in the last newsletter, the 
developer of the property at 3180 Yonge 
Street did appeal to LPAT, but subsequently 
agreed to a mediation process with the City. 
The process involved three rounds of virtual 
meetings between representatives from the 
developer, the City’s legal and planning  
departments, and resident organizations, 
with BPRO taking the lead on behalf of LPRO. 

We took considerable time to prepare for and 
attend these meetings, and fortunately we 
were able to call upon the planning experi-
ence of our Board Member, Naomi Faulkner, 
who was critical to the effectiveness and  
thoroughness of our presentations and nego-
tiations. We were very pleased that the City’s 
legal representative was very active and  
willing to work directly with us in advocating 
for reasonable changes to the developer’s 
plans.  

Despite the fact that the meetings were virtu-
al, overall we came away feeling that the me-
diation process was effective and well-

PRESIDENT’S POINT OF VIEW by Ted Butler 

managed. It re-affirmed our belief that  
mediation has provided us with the best  
opportunity to advocate for change.  

Having said this, mediation is about compro-
mise, which means no party leaves the table 
feeling like they got everything they wanted. 
This is particularly true in the current environ-
ment, with rising awareness of the urgent 
need to address Canada’s housing shortage, 
and the resulting changes in provincial and 
municipal planning priorities. I’m certain that 
we have achieved more through mediation 
than we would have done if the developer had 
gone before the LPAT board for a hearing. 

The next step is for the developer and City to 
formalize and publish the outcomes of the 
mediation process, and then move into imple-
menting changes to the site plan formulation. 
Since the mediation was a closed-door  
process, we can’t yet share any specifics,  
except to say that we’re expecting some 
meaningful concessions. 

As we await the release of the details, we hope 
residents of Bedford Park will recognize and 
understand that, together, we’ve done every-
thing we can—from our early awareness cam-
paign and aggressive community advocacy 
work in 2021, through to our official standing in 
the mediation process and the many, many 
hours of work to ensure our voices have been 
as effective and persuasive as possible. 

We will let you know as soon as we are able to 
share a final draft of the mediation outcomes. 

250 Lawrence Avenue West 

Construction continues at a rapid pace with 
the resolution of a strike by concrete workers. 
The construction crew has now made signifi-
cant progress in pouring the walls for the main 
floor. Now that they’ve reached this “at grade” 

Photo Credit: Steve Ilkiw 
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milestone, Section 37 funds—that is, money 
set aside for community projects—are offi-
cially made available. As you know, these 
funds have already been ear-marked to cre-
ate a future parkette on Glengarry. 

Avenue and Lawrence (Starbucks, north to 
Pusateris, and east to the medical building 
at 272 Lawrence Avenue West) 

As we reported in our last newsletter, the  
developer has acquired additional land with 
the purchase of the medical building at 272 
Lawrence Avenue West. The addition of this 
property has meant that they’ve gone back to 
the drawing board and are still working on re-
vised plans. We’re not expecting another up-
date until the fall, and we will keep you posted 
as soon as we know more. 

Wishing you all a safe and happy summer! 

NEW VISION ZERO SPEED LIMIT REDUCTIONS  

APPROVED FOR BEDFORD PARK 

Toronto’s Vision Zero Road Safety Plan laid 
out guidelines for speed limits to be reduced 
to 30 km/h on all local residential roads, with 
implementation on a ward-by-ward basis. 

Speed limit reductions for Eglinton-Lawrence 
were recently approved by North York Com-
munity Councils.  

The current plan for installation of the signs 
on local roads will be a data-driven process on 
a ward-by-ward basis, with priority going to 
wards with higher rates of pedestrian and  
cyclist collisions.   

In February, City Council also approved 25 
new Automated Speed Enforcement camer-
as—two per ward—to be added to the 50 cur-
rently in operation. 
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NEW PARK APPROVED 
FOR ROE BUS LOOP  

In March, City Council passed the motion of 
Counsellor Mike Colle to approve the trans-
fer of the entirety of TTC’s Roe Bus Loop 
property, located at 1870 Avenue Road, to 
the City’s Parks, Forestry and Recreation  
division.  

This land will be used to create a park  
servicing the local community. Further plans 
and development will happen in 2024, once  
accessibility improvements at Lawrence 
subway station are completed.  

However, now that the property is officially a 
park, Colle points out that the land is  
protected from construction development. 

The Roe Bus Loop will be used for a weekly 
Farmer’s Market this summer—see next 
page for details. 

TTC BEGINS LAWRENCE STATION UPGRADES 

The TTC’s Easier Access Program is  
designed to make all subway stations  
accessible by 2025. As part of this project,  
construction at Lawrence Station started 
this month. The work is expected be com-
pleted in 2024.  

The project will provide a barrier-free 
path to all levels of the station, and in-
cludes: installation of two elevators, new 
stairs from the platform to the con-
course level of the station, improved 
wayfinding and signage, and barrier-free 
doors. 

For more information, click HERE. P
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PUBLIC FEEDBACK 
SOUGHT ON COMMITTEE 
OF ADJUSTMENT  

The City of Toronto is conducting a review of 
the Committee of Adjustment to improve  
effective participation in the public hearing 
process. A third-party consultant, KPMG, has 
been retained to carry out the work. 

Public engagement is an important part of 
the review. The City has launched a survey to 
gather your feedback about the Committee of 
Adjustment, including strengths, challenges 
and improvement opportunities. 

The online survey should take about 10-15 
minutes, and responses are anonymous. To 
participate, please click HERE.  

The survey closes on June 30. 

https://www.ttc.ca/about-the-ttc/projects-and-plans/Lawrence-Station
https://s.cotsurvey.chkmkt.com/?e=273469&h=B81714538EA0CC7&l=en
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THURSDAY FARMER’S MARKET IN THE LOOP! 

The Upper Avenue Road Community Association (UACA), in conjunction with The Apple-
Tree Group, have organized a vibrant Farmers’ Market in the Loop. Taking place every 
Thursday from 3 pm to 7 pm, the Farmer’s Market will run until October 13. The Loop is  
located at 1870 Avenue Road at Old Orchard Grove. 
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Daniel has a Bachelor of Science in Comput-
er Science from the University of Toronto, 
and an MBA from the University of Victoria. 
He’s been with TELUS for 25 years, and leads 
the Smart City and Public Safety portfolios. “I 
am passionate about finding ways to im-
prove our cities with technology.” 

In his spare time, he’s a huge fan of squash, 
playing almost every day. He’s also been 
working on his French for the past few years, 
and recently began learning acoustic guitar 
with his son, with the father-and-son pair 
taking lessons together at the Snider School 
of Music on Yonge Street. 

Even though he’s a relative newcomer to 
Bedford Park, he quickly looked for ways to 
contribute to the vibrancy of our neighbour-
hood when he moved here. “I volunteer with 
BPRO because I believe our communities 
are only as strong as we make them, and it's 
important to do what you can,” he says.  

”Everyone has something valuable they can 
contribute,” he adds. “In my case, I have lots 
of experience in the business world, and it's 
a pleasure to contribute some administra-
tive and business support to BPRO. Volun-
teering with BPRO is also a great way to get 
to know others in the community.” 

We couldn’t agree more!  

Over the next few newsletters, we would like 
to give our members a chance to get to 
know the volunteers that make up BPRO’s 
Board of Directors. 

Daniel Kligerman joined BPRO last year,  
officially stepping into his Board role at the  
November 2022 Annual General Meeting.  

Daniel and his family moved to Bedford 
Park just over a year ago from nearby  
Willowdale. “As our kids were nearing high 
school age, we wanted to move to a family-
oriented neighbourhood where our kids 
could walk to school and get to know others 
in the area,” he says. “Bedford Park is exactly 
what we were looking for.” 

Daniel and his wife now make their home 
near Bedford Park Avenue and Elm Road, 
along with their 13-year-old daughter and 15-
year-old son. With their daughter now  
entering Grade 9, both children will be at-
tending Lawrence Park Collegiate Institute 
this September. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BPRO BOARD MEMBERS 

If you’d like to join us, we are always 
looking for volunteers at all levels.  
If you’re interested in contributing a 
few hours a month to one of our com-
mittees, feel free to send us an email at 
info@bprotoronto.ca. 
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… your community voice is more important than ever before!  

1500 Avenue Road,  P.O. Box 1373,  Toronto, Ontario  M5M 0A1 

647-560-BPRO (2776)       info@bprotoronto.ca       www.bprotoronto.ca 

 

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER  
Mike Colle, Ward 8 

To visit the councillor’s website, click here. 

Sign-up to receive his latest newsletter. 

Ontario went to the polls on June 2, and after a 
tight race, incumbent candidate Robin Martin 
was elected to a second term representing the 
riding of Eglinton-Lawrence. 

BPRO would like to extend our  
congratulations to MPP Martin.  
We look forward to continuing to work 
with her office on issues affecting  
Bedford Park. 

We’d also like to acknowledge all candidates 
who put their name forward in this election, 
and thank them for their passion and hard 
work throughout the campaign. In particular, 
we’d like to recognize Liberal candidate Arlena 
Hebert, who spent many years as a volunteer 
and organizer with our sister resident organiza-
tion in Lytton Park, LPRO. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MPP ROBIN MARTIN 

Member of Provincial Parliament  
Robin Martin 

mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
https://www.bprotoronto.ca/
https://www.mikecolletoronto.com/

