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GARDEN CONTEST SPECIAL EDITION 

This was the second year for the Bedford Park Garden Contest and once again our 
judges were delighted to view the creative efforts of enthusiastic resident gardeners 
excited to show what they can do and grow. Our 2021 Garden Contest brought both 
first-time and returning participants, as well as new and seasoned gardeners. This year 
we even had an apartment building enter as the superintendent put his own effort   
into growing a shared space! 

Each garden was as unique as the gardener 
who created it, and the judges were truly 
wowed by the creativity, variety, and the de-
tails of art and sculpture that added charac-
ter. Choosing the winners and honourable 
mentions was very difficult, but the size and 
age of the garden didn't really make a        
difference.  

We want to thank all participants for inviting 
us to enjoy their creations, celebrate their 
efforts, and share their outstanding outdoor 
spaces with our membership. Thank you to 
Garden Contest organizer Michelle Moore, 
who also took the beautiful photos that ac-
company each story.  

Read on to learn more about the unique fea-
tures of these lovely gardens.  

All photos, except where noted: Michelle Moore  

BPRO Announces Winners of 2nd Annual Garden Contest 
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FIRST PRIZE 
Carol Wilson, Painter's Garden, 338 Brookdale Avenue  

The front garden presents as a groomed wood-
land. Anchored by a maple, serviceberries are 
strategically planted throughout the space. Lil-
ies, hydrangeas, hostas and ornamental grasses 
fill the yard, accented by a distressed metal bird-
bath—a decorative accent that continues in the 
back. In late summer, the garden features a par-
ty of cheerful black-eyed susans. 

The backyard continues the informal woodland 
theme. Through the wooden gate, a curved flag-
stone path invites exploration. At the back of the 
house, a well-designed two-level deck is shaped 
to allow maximum garden space.  
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FIRST PRIZE (continued) 

A small built-in couch sits outside the back 
door opposite a BBQ area, then down a few 
steps to a relaxing deck space large 
enough for lounge chairs and a table. A tree 
at the corner of the deck is pruned to draw 
the eye down the path through to the back 
of the garden. Distressed metal accents are 
tucked among the flowers, vines and stun-
ning array of perennials that border the 
fence line. An antique light hanging over 
the garage and a froggy birdbath are 
among the many charms.  
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SECOND PRIZE 
Bonnie Evans, Whimsy Garden, 365 Greer Road  

Visitors are welcomed into a maze of curving 
brick paths running through the small front 
garden. In the centre sits a secluded bird bath 
and a beautiful old maple tree. Native plants, 
shrubs, and a variety of blooming flowers fill 
the spaces between the paths. 

In the back, visitors are greeted by whimsical 
statues around the deck, which has a bench 
providing a comfy place to view the garden. A 
massive blue spruce stands sentinel in one cor-
ner, complimented by a variety of mature 
shrubs and smaller trees.  
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SECOND PRIZE (continued) 

Not all of the garden can be seen from the deck, 
however, as it’s deftly separated into outdoor 
rooms—a place for sitting, a place for play, a place 
for entertaining, and a small area to work.  

Tucked behind the grassed play area is a sunny, 
secluded patio surrounded by lush plantings. A to-
piary separates the spruce from the rustic garage, 
stained to blend in.  

A variety of flowers in pots and perennial plantings 
beautifully accent each section of this lovely and 
surprising garden, which is truly made for living. 
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THIRD PRIZE 
Elke Fingerle, Old Time Garden, 297 Deloraine Avenue  

Elke submitted both the front and back gardens 
because of the atypical orientation of the front, 
side and back gardens on this corner lot (the front 
yard faces Deloraine, while the entrance is on the 
Greer side of the house). The front yard consists of 
a large lawn surrounded by hydrangea bushes and 
a stunning weeping Alaskan cedar in the corner. A 
well-established flower garden sits packed with an 
array of colourful annuals and perennials. 

 
The side gate opens onto the home’s entrance and 
leads you into a peaceful oasis. To the left, a gar-
den path lined with crabapples and climbing eu-
onymus leads to the front garden. A splash of col-
orful blooms here and there give the impression 
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THIRD PRIZE (continued) 

that something magical will appear at 
any moment, as does the whimsical 
gnome sitting on a tree branch. Turn-
ing right, the path leads to a large back 
garden brimming with life.  

A covered outdoor dining area sits ad-
jacent to the house, surrounded by 
shrubbery, more blooms, and sculp-
ture details. In the length of the yard, a 
fish fountain compliments the chirp-
ing birds, with a fence line full of trees, 
shrubs and more blooms that change 
throughout the season. In the centre of 
the garden sits a majestic maple 
adorned by a nymph and surrounded 
by potted plants at its base.  
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HONOURABLE MENTIONS  

Alan Flint, Bonsai Garden, 357 Brookdale Avenue 

While the judges viewed both the front and back gardens, it was the back that truly 
captured their attention with its immediate feel of Zen-like peace and tranquility. This 
is an ordered garden with attention to space and texture using plants that work well 
for the sunny and shady spots. The garden itself is bracketed by two living spaces. The 
deeply-shaded dining area is 
watched over by a very well-tended 
crabapple tree pruned like a bonsai 
tree. The small grass lawn is support-
ed on both sides by plantings of var-
ying heights, with the taller plants 
being well-trimmed into forms that 
accentuate their blooms. The "end-
bracket" is a sitting/reading deck 
containing two comfy chairs 
warmed by the afternoon sun. 
Tucked along the side of this deck 
are potted bonsai trees, which are 
older than they look. 

Susan Kivlichan, Border and Shade Garden, 175 Cranbrook Avenue 

The judges first visited this garden on a rainy day when the grass and vibrant flowers 
were glistening with moisture. Susan explained that this was a new garden planted in 
response to the Covid lockdown and born out of a desire to learn something new. 

Though new to gardening, she has 
clearly jumped in with both trowels 
and is willing to experiment with 
what works and what doesn't, play-
ing with a variety of perennials and 
annuals like few gardens we have 
seen. The two long borders framing 
the yard were a riot of colours and 
textures, providing a delight for the 
eyes. On the second visit, it became 
clear that there was also a corner 
that received very little sun, a chal-
lenge for any gardener, which con-
tained new plantings watched over 
by statues of a crow, two bunnies, 
and a frog. 
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HONOURABLE MENTIONS (continued) 

Lorna Reevely, Raised Garden, 41 Bedford Park Avenue 

At street level, nasturtiums act as 
sentries along the walkway, super-
vised by the trees above. This gar-
den can't be fully viewed without 
walking up the stairs and right into 
it. The inspiration is a nod to the 
English mix of structural organiza-
tion combined with a spray of vari-
ous flowers and shrubs calling to re-
bel. Built around a centre of paving 
stones that provide a wonderful 
spot to people-watch, it calls you to 
bring a book and a bevvy to enjoy 
the late-day sun. Looming above the scene are cheerful sunflowers turning their faces to 
say hello. You must pass through this garden on the way to the front door, but it begs 
you to stop, turn around, and take it all in. As a first-time entrant, this garden shows 
great potential to be a winner in the coming years.  

Want to see more pictures? Visit  our 2021 Garden Contest page here. 

 SOME THOUGHTS FOR NEXT YEAR’S GARDEN CONTEST 
 

One of the motivations for creating the Garden Contest was the desire to celebrate 
our neighbourhood while maintaining social distancing during the pandemic. How-
ever, because of the lockdown, we have been somewhat restricted in how we can 
share participants’ efforts beyond our website and newsletter. Many have requested 
a Garden Tour, and we completely agree. We hope to add a tour next year, if the 
pandemic allows. We know how gardeners like to see what others are growing and 
share what they have learned as they built their own gardens.  

There were also a few participants whose entries fell more into the category of 
“outdoor living spaces”, with gardens playing more of a supporting role. As we move 
into the planning stages for 2022, we will be discussing adding a separate category 
for such areas, which may or may not be part of a fully-grown garden. 

If you have other suggestions for next year, we’d love to hear them! Feel free to 
email us at info@bprotoronto.ca.  

https://www.bprotoronto.ca/garden-contest-2021/
mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
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ABOUT OUR JUDGES 
 
Michelle Moore 

Michelle’s passion for gardening and 
love of Bedford Park have been the 
driving force behind her inspiration to 
create and organize BPRO’s Garden 
Contest. A resident of Bedford Park 
for 18 years and a gardener herself, 
she takes great pleasure in seeing 
how each contestant’s gardens grow 
over the summer and remains in awe 
of the creativity that shines through 
each gardener's approach. Michelle is 
also an avid photographer, as evi-
denced by the many gorgeous pho-
tos in this issue. 

John Miles 

John is an avid gardener who has 
lived in Bedford Park for 30 years. As a 
BPRO Board member, John is ineligi-
ble to enter the contest—a good 
thing for the winners as his own gar-
den would have definitely been a top 
contender—and so participates as a 
judge. This is his second year with the 
Garden Contest. He is also President 
of the North Toronto Croquet Club. 

Maureen McCandless 

Maureen may have just joined the    
Garden Contest as a judge this year, 
but she brings a decade of experience 
as a gardening committee member 
for the Bedford Glen townhouse com-
plex. She also works on the BPRO 
Communications Committee to help 
get out our community news. 
Maureen has a background in public 
relations and journalism but is now 
retired, allowing her time to stop and 
‘smell the roses’ and volunteer. 

RUTH HALPERIN 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

 
 
 

Direct: 416-605-3040 
ruthhalperin@rogers.com 

www.ruthhalperin.com 

 

THANK YOU TO  
OUR SPONSORS 

Gardens add so much to the beau-
ty and character of our Bedford 
Park neighbourhood. I say this as 
both a 

 agent who continually 
hears sentiments such as this from 
buyers. That’s why I’m so pleased 
to be a sponsor of this year’s con-
test, which recognizes the hard 
work and creativity of the garden-
ers who help make our neighbour-
hood an even more beautiful place 
to live. 

I would like offer my heartfelt 

e mentions, and everyone who 
entered the contest.  Great work! 

 

     Ruth 
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I would like to catch everyone up on one 
of the biggest challenges we are currently 
facing in our Bedford Park neighbour-
hood—the proposed development for 
3180 Yonge Street. Those of us who at-
tended the virtual public consultation 
meeting in May came away with the clear 
impression that NYX Capital, the un-
named developer behind the numbered 
company proposal, was already looking 
past the City of Toronto's Staff Report on 
the project and intending to go directly to 
the provincial appeals body—the newly-
minted Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). This 
quasi-judicial body has a similar mandate 
to that of its predecessor, LPAT, which in 
turn replaced the OMB.   

This past week, recommendations by the 
Acting Director of Community Planning, 
were reviewed by North York Community 
Council. As expected on this largely pro-
cedural agenda item, councillors support-
ed the objections outlined in the Staff Re-
port. They formalized the City’s intention 
to continue to try to negotiate with the 
developer on revised plans, and voted to 
authorize the City of Toronto’s City Solici-
tor and relevant planning staff to request 
that the OLT withhold a decision until the 
developer gets city approval. Lastly, they  
authorized the Solicitor and planning staff  
to attend any potential OLT hearings on 
the City’s behalf to oppose the develop-
ment.  

While there was an opportunity for BPRO 
to speak against the proposal at that 
meeting, we felt that our efforts would 
have more impact at the full City of To-
ronto Council meeting, scheduled for   
November 9th.  

PRESIDENT’S POINT OF VIEW 

We will have more information when the 
agenda time is slotted.  

While the next Council meeting will also be 
a largely procedural vote, we feel strongly 
that a unified email voice at the full council 
level will carry some weight as we prepare 
for the pending fight at the provincial OLT 
review.   

I strongly advise every member of BPRO, 
and any residents concerned about this 
development, to continue to make their 
views known to decision-makers.  

This includes: 

● Sending an email to Toronto City 
Council in advance of the November 
9 meeting. You can email the Coun-
cil at Councilmeeting@Toronto.ca. 
Please use the subject line “NY27.6 / 
3180 Yonge Street” so your email is 
posted to the correct agenda item.  

● Registering your concerns with the 
MPP for Eglinton-Lawrence Robin 
Martin  at robin.martin@pc.ola.org 
and Ontario’s Minister of Municipal  
Affairs and Housing Steve Clark at   
steve.clark@pc.ola.org or through 
his Ministry office email address at      
minister.mah@ontario.ca.  

● When sending these emails, don’t 
forget to include your name and   
address, and send a copy to Council-
lor Mike Colle at council-
lor_colle8@toronto.ca. 

 

I’m also struck by a deep concern that the 
construction itself will be a huge issue for 
3180 Yonge Street. Unlike a fairly large     

By BPRO President Ted Butler 

mailto:Councilmeeting@Toronto.ca
mailto:robin.martin@pc.ola.org
mailto:steve.clark@pc.ola.org
mailto:minister.mah@ontario.ca
mailto:councillor_colle8@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_colle8@toronto.ca
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The City of Toronto is reviewing its    
Official Plan to develop a revised    
vision for city over the next 30 years 
(through 2051). The Official Plan      
review process is mandate by the 
province to ensure local municipali-
ties can meet the planning require-
ments set out in A Place to Grow: 
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe (which came into effect in 
May 2019). The new plan must be 
completed by July 1, 2022.  

Over the next few months, the City 
will be rolling out “Our Plan Toronto”, 
a multi-platform virtual engagement 
campaign to seek public input into 
the process.  

If you’ve been past the site 
recently, you will no doubt 
have noticed that the pace of 
construction is rapid. The un-
derground portions are al-
most fully excavated and a 
construction crane has been 
installed.  

There are multiple large com-
mercial vehicles entering and 
exiting the site on an hourly 
basis, so please use extra cau-
tion when walking or driving 
in the area. 

In the meantime, the City has posted detailed images showing the revised design of 
Glengarry Park and the elements it will contain. As a reminder, this park will occupy the 
greenspace behind the new building. You can view the revised plans HERE. 

development site like 250 Lawrence         
Avenue West (which you can see in the im-
age, below), 3180 Yonge Street is a very 
shallow site sandwiched between Yonge 
Street and a school property.  

Our initial comments to the City focused 
on safety concerns related to the finished 
building, but the complexity of the site and 
volume of large trucks coming and going 
from the 250 Lawrence construction site 
remind us that all points of demolition, 
shoring, and excavation are extremely dan-
gerous and disruptive, and will present se-
rious safety issues for residents, students, 
and local traffic.  

When the OLT considers the proposal, I  
expect little weight to be given to con-
struction concerns when compared with 
the larger planning issues.  

Finally, as we all reflect on the arrogance 
of the submission and just how frustrat-
ing the process has been up to this point, 
everyone should know that it could be as 
much as 18 more months before this case 
comes before the Tribunal.  

BPRO is well-aligned with neighbouring 
resident organizations and we will contin-
ue to share the process with our mem-
bers as it evolves over the coming 
months. In the meantime, please support 
us by renewing your membership and 
encouraging fellow neighbours to join as 
this process will no doubt create some 
expenses for our modestly-funded organ-
ization. 

 

OTHER DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 
250 Lawrence Avenue West 

250 Lawrence Avenue site. Credit: Tania Freedman 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/8e78-new-park-glengarry-ave-revised-concept-design-june-2021.pdf
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NEW SPEED CAMERA TO BE INSTALLED 
NEAR HAVERGAL COLLEGE 

Road safety continues to be a top concern for Toronto’s resi-
dents. This month, the city will be installing an Automated 
Speed Enforcement (ASE) camera near Avenue Road and 
Caribou Road (Havergal College), which has been identified 
as a Community Safety Zone. 

Community Safety Zone fines are calculated on a sliding 
scale, depending on how fast you’re going over the speed 
limit, and they’re topped up with a victim fine surcharge. 
Fines can add up quickly—a vehicle going 60 km/hr in a 40 
km/hr zone can expect to pay $185, while going 70 km/hr will 
earn lead-footed drivers a $445 fine. 

For more information and an interactive map of all cameras, 
visit the City’s website HERE.  

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 
BPRO is seeking volunteers! If you are passionate about making your community  
better and have a few hours to spare each month, please join us! Do you have a great 
design sense to assist with desktop publishing and newsletter layout? Do you have 
communications or administrative skills? Want to help with postering or delivering 
flyers? Email us at  info@bprotoronto.ca. 

 
Municipal planning is top-of-mind for Bedford Park residents, who have had an up-close 
view of city planning for large development proposals. You now have a chance to influ-
ence the plan for the next thirty years and beyond.  

The Official Plan is Toronto’s road map for land development, economic growth, the en-
vironment, and more. The Official Plan review process is mandated by the Province of 
Ontario to satisfy growth planning requirements set out by the Province in A Place to 
Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. 

The City’s “Our Plan Toronto” project will focus on identifying where growth should go, 
and what is needed to support healthy, complete communities that are thriving and in-
clusive.  To learn more, you can download a PDF copy of Your Guide to Our Plan Toronto 
HERE, watch a short YouTube video HERE, and participate in an online poll HERE. 

REVISING TORONTO’S LONG-TERM PLAN 
Residents Invited to Participate in #CityPlanTO 

https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/streets-parking-transportation/road-safety/vision-zero/safety-initiatives/automated-speed-enforcement/
mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/904e-CityPlanning-OurPlanTorontoYourGuide-2021.pdf
https://youtu.be/-3ITFf1Oea8
tinyurl.com/OurPlanTOpoll
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… your community voice is more important than ever before!  

1500 Avenue Road,  P.O. Box 1373,  Toronto, Ontario  M5M 0A1 

647-560-BPRO (2776)       info@bprotoronto.ca       www.bprotoronto.ca 

 

COUNCILLOR’S  

CORNER  
Mike Colle, Ward 8 

 
To visit the councillor’s  

website and sign-up  

to receive his newsletter,  

click here or visit 

www.mikecolletoronto.com. 

 

. 

If there was ever a newsletter to share, 
this one is it!  
 
The neighbourhood is changing and 
now is the time to get involved and 
work together for the betterment of 
our Bedford Park community.  
 
PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER 
WITH A NEIGHBOUR TODAY 
 
Your word-of-mouth is our best form 
of advertising!  

SPREAD THE WORD 
Share this newsletter! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The Bedford Park Residents Organization  

is planning a virtual  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021  
7:00-8:30 PM 

Back by popular demand, local historian Gary Schlee will  
return with an all-new Historical Photo Tour of Bedford Park. 

 
Stay tuned for more information in an upcoming email alert  

and ensure your membership is up-to-date. 

mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
https://www.bprotoronto.ca/
https://www.mikecolletoronto.com/

