
Bedford Park Residents Organization
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

November 10, 2020



CURRENT BPRO TEAM

• President – Kirsten Cooke
• Vice President – Ted Butler
• Secretary – Marybeth Ashbourne
• Treasurer – Colin Graham
• Director – John Miles

– key volunteers:
oSu Keen (membership, communications)
oDurrell Martin (website)
oMichelle Moore (social media)
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AGENDA

• Welcome
• Year in Review
• AGM Formalities
• Looking Forward
• Historical Photo Tour of Bedford 

Park
• Q&A
• Quiz!
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MISSION STATEMENT

BPRO is a volunteer-run group whose 
purpose is to promote the best interests of 
Bedford Park. We work with various levels 
of government, developers and other 
associations to understand and have input 
into issues that affect our community. We 
inform our residents, ask for views, support 
events and raise a collective voice with the 
aim of building an engaged and informed 
neighbourhood.
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YEAR IN REVIEW

• Communications
• Community Engagement
• Social Media
• Membership
• Development
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BEDFORD 

PARK 

BULLETIN 

… your community voice is more important than ever before! 
 

September 2020 

We invite you to step into the oasis below, to delve into the pages of this newsletter, and  
to read about some of the most beautiful gardens we judged this summer.   Enjoy fond 
memories of summer and the gardening season as we slip into fall. 

Our first-ever 1st Place Winner of  the 1st Annual Bedford Park Garden Contest! 

COMMUNICATIONS
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Sent: October 15, 2020 
Subject: Notice of Annual General Meeting 

 
Notice of 

Annual General Meeting 
TUES NOVEMBER 10, 2020 

7 pm, via Zoom 
 
The Board of Directors of Bedford Park Residents Organization (BPRO) invites you to 
attend its second Annual General Meeting on Tuesday November 10, 2020 at 7:00 pm.  
This will be a virtual meeting using the Zoom platform.   
 
REGISTRATION 
Registration is required in advance to attend the meeting.  Please email your name, 
street address and telephone number to info@bprotoronto.ca.  If more than one 
person from your household will attend the meeting, please provide all participant 
names – we require this to monitor our Zoom capacity as well  as our quorum 
numbers.  Only those who register for the meeting will be sent a link to attend. 
 

 
CALL FOR BOARD NOMINATIONS 
We are looking for two Directors to join our Board.  Anyone wishing to run for a 
Director position, or should you wish to nominate someone to the Board, please email 
the name, street address and telephone number of the nominee to 
info@bprotoronto.ca.  Deadline for nominations to the Board is Sunday October 25, 
2020 at 5:00 pm.  Please note that nominations will not be accepted at the meeting. 
 
VOTING & PROXY VOTING 
Only those who have paid membership for 2020 will be able to vote.  There is one vote 
per member household.  If you are unable to attend the AGM, you will be able to send 
a proxy vote in the form of an email. 
 
Further details will be forthcoming. 
 
We look forward to having you join us! 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Bedford Park Residents Organization 
info@bprotoronto.ca 
www.bprotoronto.ca 

 



COMMUNICATIONS
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COMMUNICATIONS
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

• Special “support local” newsletter, 
April 2020
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

• Special “student grad” newsletter, 
June 2020
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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• Garden Contest
– 1st annual 
– 15 participants
– 3 winners



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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SOCIAL MEDIA
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MEMBERSHIP

• 3,736 homes
• 491 total distribution

– 181 paid members (37%)
– 310 unpaid subscribers (63%)

• 13% of catchment
• 35 donations contributed 23% of 

revenue
• Become a member via website @ 

bprotoronto.ca
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MEMBERSHIP
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AVENUE LAWRENCE RE-
DEVELOPMENT
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FORMALITIES - VOTING 
INSTRUCTIONS

• 3 votes:
1) Approval of 2019 AGM Minutes
2) Approval of 2019/2020 Financials
3) Election of 2020/2021 Board of 

Directors

• Only paid Members can vote
• Each Member is entitled to one 

vote
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FORMALITIES - VOTING 
INSTRUCTIONS

• Voting will be conducted in two 
formats:
1) On-screen polling

- cast your vote in the pop-up window
- choose In Favour, Opposed or Abstain

2) Online “Chat” box
- type your full name and your vote in the 

“Chat” box
- type In Favour, Opposed or Abstain

• Please vote in both formats
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FORMALITIES – 2019 AGM 
MINUTES
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FORMALITIES – 2019/2020 
FINANCIALS

• Opening balance of $3,322
• Revenue of $6,697
• Expenses of $3,809

– operating gain of $2,888

• Balance of $6,210 as at October 31, 
2020
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FORMALITIES – 2020/2021 
BOARD

• President - Ted Butler
• Vice President - John Miles
• Past President - Kirsten Cooke
• Secretary - Marybeth Ashbourne
• Treasurer - Colin Graham
• Director - Michelle Moore
• Director - Doug Baxter
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LOOKING FORWARD

• 250 Lawrence Avenue
– culvert replacement: fall 2020
– demolition: early winter 2021
– construction: spring 2021

• Avenue Lawrence re-development
– focus on pedestrian safety, traffic flow, 

Douglas Greenbelt connectivity
• 3180 Yonge Street

– re-development proposal submitted Nov 
2020
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LOOKING FORWARD

11/10/20 22



LOOKING FORWARD

• Increase membership & donors
– ensure sustainability of BPRO

• Repeat successful community 
events (when timing permits) or 
adapt to create new ways of 
engaging with residents

• Liaise with local retailers to support 
local business
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LOOKING FORWARD

• Expand BPRO’s awareness and 
representation throughout 
boundary

• Update by-laws
• Develop volunteer roster
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WE NEED YOU!

• Become a volunteer
– Volunteer coordinator
– Writers for newsletter
– Membership coordinator
– Event organizer
– Fundraiser
– History/ archives
– Skills: MailChimp, Microsoft Publisher, 

Excel
– Specific expertise: legal, urban planning
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PLEASE JOIN US

• Become a paid member
• Become a volunteer
• Consider a donation
• Reach out to us at 

info@bprotoronto.ca
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HISTORICAL PHOTO TOUR
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Backyards of 245 & 247 Bedford Park Avenue, 
June 8, 1931.
Photo courtesy of Toronto Public Library Digital 
Archives

Front garden of 245 Bedford Park Avenue, September 9, 1930.
The tree had to be cut down in 2017 by the current owners. 
Photo courtesy of Toronto Public Library Digital Archives.





QUIZ #1

1) The Mason house on Bedford Park 
Avenue is known by two names. 
What is the other name?

→ HOULE HOUSE
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QUIZ #2

2) Alfred St. Germain’s house was 
located behind which current 
business on Avenue Road?

→ SAFARI BAR & GRILL
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QUIZ #3

3) Before Mr. Bill occupied the space 
on Bedford Park Avenue in 1979, 
what store was located there?

→ STORYBOOK CORNER: Books for 
Children
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QUIZ #4

4) What movie ran at the Glendale 
Theatre for more than two years?

→ 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY
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QUIZ #5

5) Where did Bedford Park’s first 
postmaster likely get the name for 
the community?

→ BEDFORD PARK HOTEL (on Yonge St. 
near present-day Fairlawn Avenue)
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