
  

 

BEDFORD 

PARK 

BULLETIN 

1507 AVENUE ROAD 
BPRO’s intervention at this development might just have saved a life! 

… your community voice is more important than ever before! 
 

May 2019 

  

 
The site proposal for the soon-to-be-open 
Starbucks included retaining vehicle ac-
cess from Lawrence, as well as from Ave-
nue Road, right at the corner.  Lobbying 

from BPRO resulted in installation of con-
crete planters to prohibit access, keeping 
traffic away from a pedestrian heavy cor-
ner.  We might just have saved a life! 
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Response to this event has been overwhelmingly posi-
tive.  At time of writing, there are over 50 homes partici-
pating from within Bedford Park.  When combined with 
Lytton Park to our south, who we’ve coordinated this 
event with, we’ll have well over 100 yard sales happen-
ing at the same time! 

We submitted numerous event listings: to BlogTO, City 
Hall, Eventbrite, Mike Colle’s office, Now Magazine, 
Snapd, Streeter, Toronto Star to name a few.  Here’s 
hoping these will bring lots of shoppers! 

ONLY 5 DAYS LEFT TO SIGN UP! 
Community Yard Sale, this Saturday, June 1st 
… and the weather forecast is good! 

Thank you to all who’ve chosen to participate.  We hope the rest of you will get out and meet 
some new neighbours as you browse all the sales so close to home.  You’re sure to find just the 
treasure you might not even have known you were looking for! 

Our website has a comprehensive list and map of participants.  We’ve also done up a flyer for 
shoppers to print off and bring with them, so they don’t miss anyone.  You can check it out at 
www.bprotoronto.ca/community-yard-sale. 

Let’s find that BPRO Pride!  We’ll need volunteers to clean up the neighbourhood 
after the sale.  Please email us at info@bprotoronto.ca to let us know you’d be will-
ing to help remove flyers from poles, and signs from front lawns.  Thank you! 

COMMUNITY SAFETY NIGHT 
A report from May 1st 

About 100 residents attended 
this informative evening to 
learn about neighbourhood 
crime and best ways to protect 
their homes and vehicles. 

Toronto police officers from 
the Community Response Unit 
of 32 Division spoke about resi-
dential break-ins, vehicle theft, 
neighbourhood safety and 
prevention techniques. Com-
munity Response Officers are 
specially trained to work in 
partnership with neighbour-
hoods. They know our local ar-
ea and provide general police 
services:  respond to crime in-
cidents, handle local traffic  
complaints, work to resolve 
safety problems, attend com- 

munity protests, local BBQs, 
school fun fairs. 

Residential Break Ins 

Not surprisingly, break-ins oc-
cur more in March, July, Au-
gust and December, when 
homeowners are usually away.  
The main points of entry are 

and second story, as the up-
per level is often left un-
locked. 

Home security can be as ef-
fective as you make it. View 
your property from a bur-
glar’s perspective, who looks 
for signs that you’re away: 

 Is there a car parked in the 
driveway? 

 Is the driveway shoveled? 

 Are there any lights on? 

 Is mail piling up? 

 Are there delivery packag-
es at the front door? 

 Does the home back onto 
a park or green space 
where they can enter un-
seen? 

The best defense is to make 
your home a less desirable 
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target. Make sure your proper-
ty looks cared for and lived-in. 
Increase the risk and effort it 
will take to break in: 

 Keep doors and windows 
locked 

 Keep gates locked 

 Close garage door when 
you’re away 

 Don’t hide keys outside; in-
stead, leave one with a 
friend or neighbour 

 Set your lights to come on 
and off during the evening 
hours 

 Install motion lights to illu-
minate entranceways and 
rear yards 

 Have a neighbour monitor 
your property when you’re 
away, pick up your mail, re-
move flyers from the front 
door 

 Secure or hide your jewellery 
and valuables in an uncom-
mon place (not the master 
bedroom as thieves go there 
first!) 

 Lower hedges around your 
property to make the house 
more open and visible. 

Vehicle Theft 

General, vehicles are stolen by 
organized groups targeting 
specific vehicles that quickly 
send the vehicles (or parts) 
overseas. They have devices to 
pick up radio signals from 
your key fob while it’s inside 
your house.  Top targets these 
days are Toyota (Highlander, 
Corolla), Honda (Civic, CRV, 
Accord) and Lexus. 

To reduce the risk of vehicle 
theft: 

 Never leave a vehicle 
parked and running (even 
for a minute!) 

 Close and lock doors and 
windows 

 Park your car in a garage, if 
possible 

 Remove valuable or im-
portant items from the car 
to discourage theft - they 
can’t steal what’s not there! 

 Keep your key fob away 
from your front door or 
place it in a protected box 
where radio signals are una-
ble to transmit. 

Neighbourhood Safety 

Neighbourhood safety is a 
shared responsibility. The 
community needs to remain 
vigilant and report any suspi-
cious or criminal activity. 
What can we do together  as 
a community? 

 Get to know your neigh-
bours. When people have 
made your acquaintance, 
they are much more likely 
to look out for you. Do you 
know the names of at least 
5 different neighbours? Do 
you know the address of the 
house behind you, in the 
event you witness a break-
in? 

 Advise one another if you’re 
going away. When out of 
town, have a plan for some-
one to look into your house, 
pick up your mail, cut your 
grass, shovel your walkway. 

 Watch out for suspicious 
activity. As residents of a 
community, we generally 
know who our neighbours 
are and have a feel for what 
is normal vs. unusual activi-
ty. If you notice signs that 
something is out of place, 
report it to the non-
emergency Police line at 
416-808-2222. 

See the How to Report a 
Crime chart on the next page 
for a further list of who to 
contact, dependent on the 
situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to our neighbours, 
South Armour Heights Resi-
dents’ Association (SAHRA) 
and Upper Avenue Commu-
nity Association (UACA) for 
this copy, and for hosting the 
evening and inviting our 
BPRO members to attend. Photo:  Su Keen 
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ONLINE REPORTING 
FOR LOCAL TRAFFIC 
SAFETY 
Help keep our streets safe 

 

It is important for community members 
to report traffic issues that threaten the 
safety of our neighbourhood. There is an 
easy online method you can use to re-
port local traffic issues such as speeding, 
running stop signs and parking com-
plaints. Keep our streets safe and respon-
sible. 

To file a report, please go online or follow 
this link to www.torontopolice.on.ca. 

 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK 
Please come and join us! 
 

BPRO now has a Facebook Page and a Facebook 
Group to better serve our community! 

On our page, you can find out what we’re up to, 
link to our latest news or newsletters and learn 
about things going on in the neighbourhood.  We 
hope you’ll go to our page and Like Us. 

If you join our group, and we certainly hope you 
will, you can interact with neighbours in Bedford 
Park. Through our Facebook Group you can also 
make connections and, perhaps even new friends, 
all right from within the neighbourhood.  Let’s 
share, let’s talk, let’s support each other, of course 
all while we wear the BPRO Pride! 

We look forward to seeing you on Facebook soon! 

Please follow this link.  Once on our page, you can 
click to Visit Group and join in the conversation 
there. 
https://www.facebook.com/bprotoronto/  

 

http://www.torontopolice.on.ca
https://www.facebook.com/bprotoronto/
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… your community voice is more important than ever before!  

1500 Avenue Road,  P.O. Box 1373,  Toronto, Ontario  M5M 0A1 

647-560-BPRO(2776)       info@bprotoronto.ca       www.bprotoronto.ca 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Mark your calendar! 

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT DAY 
174 Orchard View Blvd.  (North Toronto Memorial Community Centre) 
Thursday June 6, 4:00 – 8:00 pm 

Community Environment Days are held every year across the city 
from April to September to help reduce the amount of reusable, re-
cyclable or household hazardous waste going into landfill. Do your 
part to create a cleaner, greener and more liveable Toronto: 

Donate: reusable and recyclable items such as clothing, small ap-
pliances, sporting goods, books, non-perishable food items 

Drop Off: electronic & household hazardous waste for safe disposal 

Pick Up: free compost for your garden (available in 13 kg bags, limit 
of 2 bags per household while supplies last) 

Hosted by City Councillors Mike Colle and Josh Matlow. For more 
details, visit www.toronto.ca/environment_days  

VILLAGE DAY & SIDEWALK SALE 
Yonge Street, from Lawrence to Yonge Blvd. 
Saturday June 8, 10:00 am—5:00 pm, Rain or shine 

A day of fun, food and bargains for the whole family. Highlights include: 
 

 a village-long sidewalk sale 
 live entertainment 
 kids play areas 
 clowns 
 face painting 
 favourite animated characters 
 

This is a FREE event presented by the Yonge Lawrence Village BIA on 
behalf of its member merchants. 

 

For the Bedford Park Bulletin: 
Design & Layout, Writer, Editor:  Su Keen 
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