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Entrepreneurs starting young!    L-R:  Maddie Wadley, Ellie Gottschalk, Jack Gottschalk 
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The weather was perfect for our first Community Yard Sale on June 1st.               
Between Bedford Park and Lytton Park we had 150 participating homes! 

The event was posted on Kijiji and Craigslist and submitted to nu-
merous other sites and publications.  Clearly this effectively aug-
mented the local neighbourhood shoppers, as we heard some peo-
ple were sold out before 10:00 a.m.! 

It was really great to see neighbours out chatting on the curb, get-
ting to know one another and doing a little shopping all at the same 
time.  One particularly prominent neighbour, our MP for Eglinton-
Lawrence Marco Mendicino, even got in on the action. 

Thank you to those who shared their experiences with us.  Our fa-
vourite story came from Adriana, who wrote:  I would like to thank BPRO for organiz-
ing the Community Yard Sale.  It was a great opportunity and we all had a fun event.  
My son learned how to negotiate a price and how it is hard to earn money (he sold an 
old bike for $5 and was disappointed for receiving his 20% share!).  Thank you Adrian-
na.  Your son was among several young entrepreneurs we saw!  We’re so glad to have 
helped young and old alike. 

Please mark your calendar for next year – BPRO’s 2nd Annual Community Yard Sale 
will be held Saturday June 6, 2020 (the first Saturday in June, rain or shine). 

THANK YOU TO THE VOLUNTEERS 
We couldn’t have done it without you! 

L-R:  MP Marco    
Mendicino with Peter 
Magnus 

L-R:  Laura and Paul 
McInerney with Paul 
Gottschalk 

Alisa Posesorski 
Anne Jacot 
Ava Kitz 
Carolyn Clark 
Elisabetta Pisa 
Jameel Bandali 

Jane Seed 
Jennifer Drevnog 
Jocelyne Mongrain 
John Miles 
John White 
Judy Goddard 

Julie Bushra 
Karen Kiratzis 
Kathy McConnachie 
Linda Boyle 
Mark Garscadden 
Michelle Moore 

Pat Caulfield 
Siobhan Farrer 
Susan Sanderson 
Tom Pawelkiewicz 
Zain Rizvi 

 

Photos:  Su Keen 



3 

Thank you so much to all our wonderful 
volunteers!   

Along with our Board, all the people listed 
on the previous page helped BPRO get off 
the ground this year.  

You spent hours distributing door hangers 
and brochures, you taped posters to poles 
and then took them down at a later date.  
You knocked on doors to spread the word 
and encouraged your neighbours to be-
come members of BPRO.  Most recently you 
were a huge help in promoting our first an-
nual Community Yard Sale.  We couldn’t 
have done this without you!  This is what 
building a community is about. 

We’d like to give a very special shout out to 
Michelle Moore who has spearheaded our 
move to Facebook, and continues to sup-
port it.  We also need to recognize Su Keen, 
a participant in our Board meetings and 
who has been a driving force behind our 
professional and informative website (with 
her friend and recruit, Durrell Martin) and 
every other thing that BPRO has done.  
Without Su we would not have had the suc-
cess that this first year brought us. Thanks to the volunteers for demon-

strating BPRO Neighbourhood Pride 
with your spotless clean-up after the 
Community Yard Sale.  

250 LAWRENCE AVENUE WEST UPDATE 
BPRO has a seat on the Site Plan Working Group Committee 

 
You’ve probably noticed that the 250 Lawrence building 
is now vacant.  It is being prepared for installation of a 
temporary sales office within a portion of the existing 
building.  We’ve heard that building demolition will hap-
pen by spring 2020, followed by sewer relocation, then 
condo excavation.  Occupancy is projected for Fall 2021.  
These are estimated timelines. 

The City’s Planning Department has now set in motion 
the Site Plan Working Group to review certain aspects of 
the site plan.  BPRO will be participating, along with rep-
resentatives from Graywood Developments, Councillor 
Colle’s office, city staff, members of the community, and 
others.  While the location, height and massing of the  Photos: Su Keen 
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proposed building have been approved, 
the working group will look at aspects such 
as pedestrian walkways, design ideas for 
future parkland, streetscape improve-
ments, and building materials. 

BPRO wants to see improvements to the 
Douglas Greenbelt ravine to enhance our 
community's public green space, which is 
extremely deficient.  The first meeting is 
scheduled for late June, with additional 
meetings planned for September/ October. 

  

 

RE-ROUTING THE LAWRENCE AVENUE BUSES 
The diversions are expected to last six months 

We have been informed that the TTC will 
move ahead with its proposed plan to use 
the Roe Street bus loop as a turnaround 
for its buses while the Lawrence TTC sta-
tion undergoes re-surfacing.  BPRO, along 
with other concerned neighbourhood 
groups, urged the TTC to find a more 
workable solution that would mitigate 
traffic congestion along Lawrence and Av-
enue Road, as well as protect the safety of 
pedestrians at this busy intersection. 

We share in the disap-
pointment that this deci-
sion means our friends 
west of Avenue Road 
won’t get their beloved 
parkette in place of the 
bus loop.  At the same 
time, this decision also 
means that an alternate 
route proposal along Saint 
Germain/Elm/Melrose has 
been rejected. This is 
good news for Bedford 
Park as BPRO would not 
have viewed a diversion 

route through our residential streets as an 
acceptable option for our residents. 

Planned work to the Lawrence station has 
been slightly delayed, meaning buses 
aren’t expected to start using the Roe 
Street bus loop until late in the summer.  
This re-routing diversion is expected to 
last for at least six months. 

The Roe Street bus loop is south of the Green 
P lot on Avenue Road, south of MacDonald’s, 
almost across from the Esso station. 
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  A WRAP-UP OF BPRO’s FIRST (PARTIAL) YEAR 
Over 440 people have joined BPRO! 

Thank you all for supporting BPRO’s suc-
cessful 2019 relaunch.  Here’s an overview 
of what has been done this year by the 
Board and our wonderful volunteers, most 
of which has been done only since Janu-
ary when we announced our relaunch: 

 Represented the area at the OMB 
hearing concerning 250 Lawrence, and 
now have a seat on the Site Plan Work-
ing Group to ensure the developer 
meets their commitments. 

 Worked with Starbucks (Lawrence and 
Avenue) to close down the south ac-
cess to the parking lot to ensure pe-
destrian safety. 

 Launched a professional website that 
has drawn much public awareness. 

 Developed a regular newsletter and a 
series of E-News alerts to communi-
cate issues. 

 Launched a Facebook page as a plat-
form for communication to and be-
tween our members. 

 Developed a wonderful group of volun-
teers who have helped spread the 
word and do the work. 

 Promoted and supported the first an-
nual Community Yard Sale. 

 Established excellent working relation-
ships with our City Councillor Mike 
Colle and MP Marco Mendocino. 

Over 440 people have joined BPRO so far 
because they see the benefit of connect-
ing with their community and supporting 
the work we’re doing.  Wow – what’s go-
ing to happen next year?! 

 

… your community voice is more important than ever before!  

1500 Avenue Road,  P.O. Box 1373,  Toronto, Ontario  M5M 0A1 

647-560-BPRO(2776)       info@bprotoronto.ca       www.bprotoronto.ca 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER 
Please make sure your summer 
is safe and secure. 
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  For the Bedford Park Bulletin: 
  Design & Layout, Writer, Editor:  Su Keen 
  Contributing Writer:  Kirsten Cooke 

Remember to tell a neighbour when 
you’re going to be away so they can 
keep an eye on your house for you.  They 
know you’ll do the same for them.  That’s 
what a community does! 

We’ll be keeping a finger on the pulse of 
local events over the summer and please 
check us out on Facebook.  The next 
newsletter will be in the fall where we 
look forward to sharing our next ven-
tures with you.  Have a wonderful sum-
mer, and thanks again for all your sup-
port. 
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