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On November 17, Bedford Park Residents 
Organization had its Annual General Meet-
ing. We had almost 100 people register for 
the virtual event, which was a mix of AGM 
business and voting, Board updates, and 
great guest speakers. 

BPRO President Ted Butler welcomed   
attendees and, after a brief introduction, 
we quickly worked through the business 
of the meeting. This included voting to rat-
ify the Minutes from last year’s AGM, the 
Treasurer’s Report, and a motion to waive 
the audit and review process.  

REPORT ON THE 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Each Board member then gave an update 
on their area of focus, including a mem-
bership report, a description of how we 
work with the Federation of North Toronto 
Residents Associations, an update on by-
law revisions planned for next year’s AGM, 
a communications report, and an update 
on community engagement initiatives in 
2021, such as the Garden Contest. 

We then voted on changes to the 
2021/2022 Board and voting members rati-
fied the slate. Your new BPRO Board of Di-
rectors is as follows: 

TO ALL OUR BEDFORD PARK NEIGHBOURS! 
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2022 BOARD 

PRESIDENT:       TED BUTLER 

VICE PRESIDENT:      JOHN MILES  

SECRETARY:       DANIEL KLIGERMAN  

TREASURER:       COLIN GRAHAM 

MEMBERSHIP:       DOUG BAXTER 

COMMUNICATIONS:      TANIA FREEDMAN 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: MICHELLE MOORE 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE:     NAOMI FAULKNER 

 
Ted then shared his thoughts on activities 
of the past year, particularly on develop-
ment files, before looking forward to activ-
ities for the coming year (see the following 
article for more information). 

We then welcomed back local historian 
Gary Schlee, who was such a hit at last 
year’s AGM, to present a historical photo 

tour of Bedford Park. Once again, Gary out-
did himself with a fascinating history of the 
neighbourhood, this time with a focus on 
the west side of Yonge Street between 
Bedford Park Avenue and Woburn Avenue, 
the area of the proposed 3180 Yonge Street 
development. His talk took us from the ter-
ritorial lands of First Nations people 
through to the storefront shops we know 
today.  

The meeting ended with guest speakers 
Councillor Mike Colle and Provincial Mem-
ber of Parliament Robin Martin, who each 
spoke for a few minutes and took some 
questions. 

Missed the AGM? 

we have posted a recording on our 
YouTube page, which you can find HERE.  

In 2021, our total subscriber base grew by 18 percent, which is great news. However, 
the number of paid members grew by only four households. 

The AGM, and in particular the Membership update, was a good reminder of the     
importance of becoming a paid member. While anyone can access our website       
updates or subscribe to our newsletter for free, we are entirely funded through paid 
memberships.  

The cost of membership is very low—just $40 per household ($20 for seniors)—but it 
makes a world of difference to us, particularly with so many development files and  
activities planned for the coming year. If you are a subscriber who has been putting 
off becoming a paid member, we encourage you to click HERE to go to our website. 
Joining is quick and easy. 

If your membership is up for renewal, please take a moment to do so now. You can 
also help us by sharing our emails and newsletters with your neighbours and encour-
aging them to join. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Why YOUR membership matters 

https://youtu.be/hJ8yt8tW_LU
https://www.bprotoronto.ca/membership/


3 

In ancient Roman religion and myth, the 
god Janus had two faces—one looking 
back and one looking forward. The month 
of January, which is just around the cor-
ner now, is named after him. As we get 
ready for the ball drop on 2021, I’d like to 
look back and look forward in this news-
letter column.  

First, let me start by looking back and  
recognizing the hard work of our BPRO 
volunteers in 2021, and extend a very   
special thank you. Without you, we 
wouldn’t exist. 

I’d also like to thank our Board of Direc-
tors and recognize the valuable contribu-
tions of Marybeth Ashbourne, who         
recently stepped down from her position 
as Board Secretary, and Kirsten Cooke, 
who is stepping down from her Board 
role as Past President. 

We’re glad to welcome Daniel Kligerman, 
who will be taking on the role of Secretary 
for the coming year, and to announce 
that we’ve created a new Director-at-
Large position for Naomi Faulkner, a       

PRESIDENT’S POINT OF VIEW by Ted Butler 

former City planner, who will be working 
on some new initiatives for BPRO. 

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 

With so much happening on the develop-
ment front, here are a some updates on 
the major development and construction 
projects we’re following on behalf of BPRO 
residents.  

3180 Yonge Street  

I would like to thank members and neigh-
bours who have been very active in mak-
ing their voices heard in the fight against 
this outrageous application. The arrogance 
of the NYX team is insulting to every resi-
dent of Bedford Park and surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

The developer’s attitude was evident to 
those of us who attended the public con-
sultation meeting back in May and heard 
their representative’s presentation, includ-
ing the fact that they were deceptive 
about even revealing the name of their 
company. It was clear even then that the 
NYX team had no interest in dealing with 
the City.  

Back in October, the building proposal was 
rejected by North York Community Coun-
cil. At the Toronto City Council meeting on 
November 9, councillors supported a       
report from City planning staff that object-
ed to the NYX proposal.  

Then, this past fall, the developer aban-
doned the City’s approval process alto-
gether and took their proposal directly to 
the newly formed Ontario Land Tribunal, 
which is most unsettling.  

Looking back, looking forward 

Photo Credit: Steve Ilkiw 
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At this point in the fight, we are where we 
are, as the saying goes. We must maintain 
our presence in the process, no matter 
how distasteful it may be. As we said in 
our last update, it may be 18 months      
before the appeal is heard, but that does 
not mean that we should relax our unified 
and loud opposition to this project. Thank 
you for your support so far, but we still 
have a long way to go. Our grass-roots  
opposition must continue. 

250 Lawrence Avenue West 

Construction is proceeding rapidly and, 
with the excavation now complete, the 
early stages of forming are happening.  

I live very close to this project and have 
observed some real and significant traffic 
chaos in the Avenue Road and Lawrence 
area as large constructions vehicles, 
equipment and supplies come and go 
from the site. We were fortunate that the 
City did not allow the developer to take 
away a lane for the staging of trucks, but 
even this relatively large site is challenged 
by the logistics of access.  

This is an excellent reminder of the poten-
tial chaos that could be created by the 
even more significant access limitations 
facing the 3180 Yonge Street develop-
ment site. It’s also a good reminder that 
community safety needs to be at the fore-

front of the site access discussions for 3180 
Yonge, but I fear they are not. In addition, 
we have Café TO being made a perma-
nent part of our city landscape and an in-
crease in bike lanes, so it’s critical that we 
re-examine the impact of construction 
buildouts and site access logistics on com-
munity safety. We need leadership at the 
council level to address these concerns 
and ensure minimal disturbances during 
the construction of these concentrated 
projects on small sites.   

Avenue Road and Lawrence/Pusateri’s 

We are still waiting for the revised          
proposal from the team at First Capital. 
We’ve heard some news on this, but we 
are waiting to receive the submission so 
that we can review it.  

This will be yet another big change for our 
neighborhood, and we want all parties   
involved to be mindful of the community 
and traffic safety issues, which can be  ad-
dressed with good planning at this very 
busy corner. 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2022 

As we look forward to activities for the 
coming year, we’re hopeful that the 
COVID challenges we’ve faced for the past 
18 months will subside in time for the     
activities we have planned for next sum-
mer, including the community Yard Sale 
(which was on hiatus during COVID), and 
our annual Garden Contest. We also hope 
that some of the programs and events in 
support of neighborhood businesses will      
return in 2022. 

We start every new operating year by      
reviewing some of the non-development 
issues and concerns facing our communi-
ty. That’s why our Board is very excited to 
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WHAT ARE YOUR 2022 NEIGHBOURHOOD PRIORITIES? 

have Naomi Faulkner join us in a newly-
created Board chair as Director-at-Large, 
with a focus on enhancements to our 
community.  

We also intend to provide more resources 
around infill housing applications. BPRO 
has always tried to remain neutral in the 
application process for infill houses. As 
we’ve stated many times, we are volun-
teers keeping watch over our boundaries, 
but we don’t have the resources to act as a 
service provider, nor do we feel it’s right to 
take sides when a dispute arises. However, 
we’re aware that this is an issue for our 
members, who often reach out with ques-
tions. We will work towards creating a     
resource page on our website that will     
explain the process and answer general 
questions. 

Traffic Safety 

Another issue we will be looking at is com-
munity safety along the arterial roads that 
surround Bedford Park. Sadly, we’ve         
recently had some tragic events involving 
pedestrians, and we need to advocate for 
the review of additional traffic safety 
measures that are consistent with the     
aspirations of the City’s Vision Zero pedes-
trian safety initiative. This will be on the 
agenda at the BPRO Board for our next 
meeting and carried on throughout the 
year.  

This year will again be busy as we address 
these priorities, and no doubt more will 
pop up. I encourage everyone to share   
ideas for other topics they’d like to see 
BPRO  address.  

  

Together, we can make our neighbour-
hood even better. BPRO’s Mission State-
ment is clear:  

“BPRO is a volunteer-run group whose pur-
pose is to promote the best interests of 

Bedford Park. We work with various levels 
of government, developers and other as-
sociations to understand and have input 
into issues that affect our community.  

We inform our residents, ask for views, 
support events and raise a collective voice 
with the aim of building an engaged and 
informed neighbourhood.” 

As we head into 2022, we ask our mem-
bership to share some of their biggest 
neighbourhood priorities and concerns 
beyond development issues.  

What would YOU like to see BPRO focus 
on? Feel free to send your thoughts to   
info@bprotoronto.ca. 

mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
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NEW COMMITTEE SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 

Calling all actual and armchair urban designers, planners, architects, and other BPRO 
members interested in improving the Bedford Park neighbourhood and future de-
velopments. Former City planner Naomi Faulkner has joined the BPRO Board as a 
Member-at-Large, and one of her first tasks is to create a small committee of resi-
dents interested in discussing and implementing projects to make the community’s 
green spaces, sidewalks, buildings and streets as attractive and functional as possible.  
No experience necessary—just your enthusiasm! If you’re interested, please let Naomi 
know by sending an email to info@bprotoronto.ca. 

Over the past two months, there has been a 
renewed effort to fully convert the Roe Bus 
Loop at Avenue Road and Old Orchard into 
a public park. This is not the first attempt to 
reclaim the TTC property as parkland, but 
recent support from Councillor Mike Colle 
has reinvigorated the debate. 

However, our position has not changed 
from the discussions we had two years ago.  

Since the TTC has retained half the loop 
land, buses can still use the space to turn 
around. Eliminating the loop entirely, 
though, carries a public safety risk that we 
feel must be addressed before we can sup-
port the proposal.  

THE ROE BUS LOOP DEBATE 

To put it simply, without a loop, where 
will Avenue Road buses turn around? 

Of course we’re pleased to see half of the 
land of the Roe Bus Loop being used for 
community activities such as the 
farmer's market and general play 
space. In addition, it is true that we live in 
an area severely underserved by public 
green space, though we’ve been suc-
cessful in advocating for the addition of 
green space through new develop-
ments. (For example, we successfully 
lobbied the City and developers of 250 
Lawrence Avenue West to commit to 

 
of the property.) 

Though the loop is used infrequently 
these days, both the TTC and the resi-
dents of the  area were no doubt pleased 
that it was still available during the       
reconstruction of the below-grade 
Yonge and Lawrence subway bus 
bay. The opening of the Eglinton LRT 
may potentially cause further disruption 
and the need for buses to turn around.  

(Continued on the bottom of page 7) 

mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
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Without a bus loop, the TTC could be 
forced to re-route the buses onto our resi-
dential streets, which is unsafe and         
impractical.  

As we all know, our residential streets are 
filled with pedestrians, including the      
elderly and small children, and we’re all 
too aware of existing traffic and pedestri-
an safety issues even without the addition 
of transit buses. The streets themselves 
are narrow and lined on both sides with 
parked cars, and are particularly difficult 
to navigate during rush-hour and when 
snow is piled up in the winter. 

Roe Bus Loop Debate (continued from page 6) 

Until the City of Toronto AND the TTC can 
assure us that the streets of Bedford Park 
will NEVER be used as a path for re-routing 
Avenue Road buses, we can’t support the 
proposal. If you agree or have other 
thoughts, feel free to share them with    
decision-makers: 

Councillor Mike Colle 

Email: Councillor_Colle8@toronto.ca 

 

TTC Chair Jaye Robinson 

Email: Jaye.robinson@ttc.ca 

 

TTC CEO Rick Leary  

Email: Rick.leary@ttc.ca 

A hundred years have passed since this photo of Atkinson’s Groceries on the southwest 
corner of Yonge Street and Bedford Park Avenue was taken on November 25, 1921.        
The building was originally constructed in 1891.  

BEDFORD PARK THEN AND NOW: 100 YEARS LATER 
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… your community voice is more important than ever before!  

1500 Avenue Road,  P.O. Box 1373,  Toronto, Ontario  M5M 0A1 

647-560-BPRO (2776)       info@bprotoronto.ca       www.bprotoronto.ca 

COUNCILLOR’S CORNER  
Mike Colle, Ward 8 

To visit the councillor’s website, click here. 

Sign-up to receive his latest newsletter. 

If there was ever a newsletter to share, 
this one is it! The neighbourhood is 
changing and now is the time to galva-
nize and work together for the  better-
ment of Bedford Park. Your word-of-
mouth is our best form of advertising! 
PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWSLETTER 
WITH A NEIGHBOUR TODAY.  

SPREAD THE WORD 
Share this newsletter! 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED  
Do you have an eye for design?  

BPRO is seeking a volunteer with a great 
design sense and an eye for detail to assist 
with desktop publishing and newsletter 
layout. General knowledge of Microsoft   
Office Publisher and MailChimp are help-
ful, though you don’t need to be a profes-
sional designer! If you’re interested, please 
email info@bprotoronto.ca. 

NEW CITY SURVEY ON MULTIPLEX HOUSING IN  
RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBOURHOODS 

The City of Toronto is conducting a survey to gather public and industry opinions 
about multiplex housing.  A multiplex is a residential building that contains between 
two and four purpose-built units, generally at the scale of a house. The City is looking to 
expand opportunities for more low-rise housing like multiplexes in residential neigh-
bourhoods, where they are not currently permitted.  Click HERE to take the survey. 

mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
https://www.bprotoronto.ca/
https://www.mikecolletoronto.com/
mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
https://s.cotsurvey.chkmkt.com/?e=234541&h=61976A7F32258F0&l=en&b=1

