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 An aerial view of the northeast corner of Avenue Road and Lawrence, showing all the proper-
ties owned by First Capital Realty.  This area is slated for development.  For comparative pur-
poses, 250 Lawrence is indicated by the red star.  Read more on page 2. 
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More development is coming our way.  This is why BPRO was so concerned with 250 
Lawrence, because we knew it would set a precedent for development on the corner. 

First Capital Realty now owns all the land bordered by white in the map of Lawrence 
and Avenue Road.  They are planning a mixed use development of retail, residential and 
park use.  We believe Pusateri’s has retained a 99-year-lease on their store.   Beyond this 
we don’t know yet what else this development will entail. 

But THERE IS GOOD NEWS!  BPRO has been invited to participate in the early stages of 
planning and design.  Let’s face it, development is inevitable, and we know we can’t 
stop it.  We simply want our community voice to be heard and respected;  to be in-
volved in the planning to ensure the needs of our neighbourhood are taken into consid-
eration;  to be certain that the impact to traffic and pedestrian safety will be of utmost 
importance in every stage of the planning and design.  Fortunately, it appears First Cap-
ital Realty is open to this.  As we learn more, we will share it here. 

If Graywood’s development of the 
modest single property medical build-
ing at 250 Lawrence has created 
neighbourhood concerns regarding 
height and density, sewer capacity, 
traffic congestion, parking pressures, 
pedestrian safety, park and ravine is-
sues, then what might we face from 
First Capital Realty’s development of 
this entire corner?! 

250 Lawrence Avenue West - OLD. 250 Lawrence Avenue West - NEW. 

THIS ISN’T NIMBY. THIS IS ABOUT BPRO BEING INVOLVED 
FROM THE VERY START TO ENSURE A DEVELOPMENT IS BUILT 
THAT ADDRESSES THE CONCERNS OF OUR COMMUNITY. 

First Capital Realty, Avenue Road & Lawrence. 

Photo:  Su Keen Developer’s Rendering. 
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BPRO has voiced our current concerns at 
the Site Working Group meetings, and has 
been working in tandem with our Council-
lor, Mike Colle, on the following issues: 

1. To deny lane closure on Lawrence for 
equipment staging purposes 

2. To complete the on-site park 

3. Improve the Douglas Greenbelt ravine 

4. To deny left turns from the new devel-
opment. 

We’re pleased to report the following big 
successes: 

• There will be no lane closure on Law-
rence during the demolition and con-
struction phases of the site. This is 
great news for traffic flow and should 
help minimize cut-through traffic on 
our side streets. 

• We had concerns that the new 398 
square metre park (which will be on 
the current 219 Glengarry property) 
was going to be left derelict. City 
Council passed a motion on October 
30th that the developer must finish the 
park.  The new park will be designed in 
consultation with BPRO and Council-
lor Colle. 

There is still work to be done on the follow-
ing issues: 

• The Douglas Greenbelt falls under the 
authority of the Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority (TRCA), mean-
ing that it’s outside the developer’s 
scope. Mike Colle is intent on getting it 
cleaned up for our community.  His of-
fice is currently working with city and 
TRCA staff. 

• Left turns have been approved for the 
new development even though they 
were prohibited exiting the medical 
building parking lot for years, possibly 
decades!  We are concerned about the 
effect on traffic congestion and pedes-
trian safety, especially since someone 
was struck and killed on this section of 
Lawrence a few weeks ago.  We will 
stay connected to Councillor Colle as 
he continues to work on this file, advo-
cating on our behalf. 

Our work continues. 

70+ people attended! 

OUR FIRST 
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

UPDATE 
250 LAWRENCE 

Thank you for attending BPRO’s first An-
nual General Meeting on November 5th. It 
was extremely well attended as we wel-
comed approximately 70 people. 

BPRO is proud of the work we’ve done in 
our first year. Board members updated 
residents on BPRO activities and results 
for the year, along with information 
about developments in our area. 

For those of you unable to attend the 
meeting, here are some highlights: 

• The Board of Directors was ratified 
with the addition of one new Director, 
John Miles, replacing outgoing Direc-
tor Jess Hungate. 

 

Photo:  Su Keen 
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• The Treasury Report indicated an oper-
ating loss of $177 to date. 

• Of the 3,736 homes within our bounda-
ries, we have a data base of 473 names.  
This is an excellent 13% of our catch-
ment area,  however less than 30% are 
paid members, with over 70% unpaid 
subscribers.  While this is a good start, 
we need more paid members to ensure 
continued sustainability of BPRO. 

• Great work has gone into creating an 
identity for BPRO and framing our pur-
pose: with a logo, mission statement, 
fantastic website, professional newslet-
ters, a Facebook page, and a new short 
video produced by one of our residents. 

• Ben DiRaimo, Senior Planner at the City 
of Toronto, gave us an informative talk 
about planning and development. 

• We were pleased to have our Council-
lor, Mike Colle attend to speak about 
city-wide issues as they relate to our 
neighbourhood. 

• There was a question and answer peri-
od following the two speakers which 
could have gone on considerably long-
er than we had time for. 

Sincere thanks to those of you who at-
tended, especially to our speakers, Mike 
and Ben, for taking the time to come and 
talk to us about local area issues. 

This is where we would have shared a 
photo of the AGM, if we’d remembered to 
take one.  We were too busy with every-
thing else and we forgot!  Would some-
one with a cell phone be willing to volun-
teer to photograph our next event?  
Please let us know, it would be really 
helpful! 

2020 MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 

We need paid members to be 
sustainable. 

 

We kept our membership fees low: 
Only $40 for adults, $20 seniors. 

Membership has its privileges, or so said 
American Express.  In your case, member-
ship means BPRO can continue to exist 
and represent the voice of our neighbour-
hood.  We are entirely self-funded.  Quite 
literally, without your financial support, 
we can’t exist to advocate for our com-
munity needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As was reported at the Annual General 
Meeting, we’ve had a very positive re-
sponse from the community, but less 
than 30% from our data base has come 
forward to support us financially. 

Thank you if you’re one of those people, 
we sincerely appreciate your support and 
ask you to please renew now for 2020.  

For the rest, the majority who are read-
ing this newsletter, we need your mem-
bership too.  Please become a paid 
member for 2020.  WE NEED EVERY ONE 
OF YOU! 

Please join or renew with secure online 
payment, and click on Membership from 
the menu bar, at:  www/bprotoronto.ca. 
 

If you need clarification on your status, 
please email us at info@bprotoronto.ca 
and we’ll be happy to help you. 

https://www.bprotoronto.ca
mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
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… your community voice is more important than ever before!  

1500 Avenue Road,  P.O. Box 1373,  Toronto, Ontario  M5M 0A1 

647-560-BPRO(2776)       info@bprotoronto.ca       www.bprotoronto.ca 

FURTHER READING 
ABOUT OUR AGM 
Please click on the image 
below to be taken to the 
AGM presentation posted on 
our website. 

BPRO VIDEO 
Please click on the image below to 
view our wonderful new video.  
Huge thanks to Elisabetta Pisa for 
donating her valuable time and 
talents to this for us. 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF BPRO 

 

For the Bedford Park Bulletin:  Design & Layout, Writer, Editor:  Su Keen 

mailto:info@bprotoronto.ca
https://www.bprotoronto.ca/
https://www.bprotoronto.ca/#videolightbox
https://www.bprotoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/November-5-2019-AGM-Presentation.pdf

